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What happens when you shrink the lawn? You get butterfliers stopping by to visit!

It  began  innocently  enough.  I  posted
some  butterfly  photos  on  the  Facebook
Group, Rio Grande Valley Butterflies as
part of the Texas Pollinators BioBlitz. 

At first I thought I was in trouble because
I failed to include the location the photos
were  taken.  After  I  included  SE  San
Benito,  I  was  asked what  kind of  place
was  this?  After  I  said  our  yard,  I  was
asked if  someone could come by to see
our gardens as a potential tour stop for the
National  Butterfly  Center’s  2022  Texas
Butterfly Festival. 

At first we were taken aback a bit because
we would not call our lawn a garden. We
have  been  shrinking  our  lawn  for  quite
some time now and our butterflies were everywhere. Plus, did we really have butterflies
that  butterfliers  would  be  interested  in?  Little  did  we  know  the  dozens  of  Blue
Metalmarks we were seeing would be of great interest to butterfliers.

Thus the show began!

Attendees were told not to fill up on the front-
yard appetizer (Photo by Robert Gallardo).

A dozen Blue Metalmarks in a single crucita 
bush (Photo by Robert Gallardo).



We had four  days of  scouts  coming by followed by the three days of  tours  for  the
festival. Every day ended with us being a bit more exhausted than the day before. It was
great!

We  basically  had  a  crash  course  on  butterflies  of  the  RGV but,  more  importantly,
butterflies of our home!  After a week and roughly 100 guests, we have identified 84
butterfly species!



We will have to add, that butterfliers are a friendly bunch of folks. Given butterflies do
not wake up until the sun has warmed up the day, butterflies do not come out on cold
rainy days,  and butterflies go to bed before the sun goes down, butterfliers are well
rested and lively.

We continue to venture out in our yard to see what butterflies are visiting. We have
begun adding to our wildscape with host plants for butterflies we saw nectaring but also
host  plants  for  butterflies  we would like to see.  It  means our  lawn will  continue to
shrink, but our butterflies are okay with that.

Troy, Erin, Barbara, Roberto, Maria Luisa, Mary Lynn 
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A few of the butterfly species found in our yard – photos by Roberto Gaitan


